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The dilernma was solved when 1 asked mvself
twir critical guestions: "When compared 1o her
classimates, is Flizabeth clearly advanced i this [rar-
tieular content?” Yes, "By virtae of her exceptional
ability, is she as entitled to compacting and differen-
tiation as any other student who demonstrated mas-
tery on the pretest®” Clearly, yes again. Therefore, 1
chaze ta allow her to wark on differentiated activ-
ties during social studics. [For more about Lliza-

beth, see page 41,)

The Meaning
of Twice-Exceptional

Althoupgh there are several reasons why gifted
students fail to achicve at a level compatibie with
their potential (soc page 22}, many students in this
group are now recognieed as “twice-exceptional.”
Thetr gittedness cocxists with a learning challenge
of some sore, most commonly a learning disability,
behavioral problem, and/or Attention Deficit
1sorder.

Fhese kids have some noticeabls academic
learning strengrh, but it may never be rocognized as
grftedness, Their learmng challenge depresses the
exceprinnal learning abiliny down 1o the normal
range for their age. Since most schools wsually stop
booking for exceptional educarional abilities once a
learning deficiency has been identified, their gifted-
ness will probably go unidenrified.

Anvwhere from 1030 percent of gifted kids
ey have some form of learning disabalioe. A sowdy
of twice-exeprional studenes by Sally Reds, Terry
MNew, and [oan MceGuire led o these conclusions:®

1. ¥lany Righ abiliey students who have learmang dis-

zhilities are oo recogrized for their gifts wud ey

have negarive school expericmees,

£ Teaditvonal remedintion technigues like special

education classification, raroring, andfer retention

offer ittls challenges o high abikity students wath
lrarming dizabilities and may perperare a cycle of
underachicvement,

3. High abiliry students with learning disabiliries

need support o understand and effectively use their

strengtlis.

]

* Bein Sally ML, Terry W Kew, =n|l_]u:r M. MeGuire. "Talents
irs Twns Plars: {aer Stuclies if Higgh Ahaliy Stusdents with
Lourming Peasilities Whoe Have Ackieved.” Beseanch Moo
graph 95114, Seers, OT: MROCAGT, 144,

I: Characteristics of Gified Swdents

4. Lack of understanding by school personnel, peers,
and self may caese emotional and academic problems
far smudents seruggling ro cope with Learning disabili-
ties and giftedness.

3. Parcirs are adien the only ones i offer supgarn
thieir |'||.g|| abiliny children wher alsor have lTearmng Eis-
FIEHEES |'i||:'.' cann e e effeetivess by
exploring all availahle opions angd advocating for their

'i.‘l1|]|.iIL'IZI rﬂ!l:l! an I:Ir]:r’ Ay,

Twice-exceptional children may demonstrate
one or more of these learning chalkenges:
* O teses of ability, their scores may show sigmifi-
cant discrepancics of 12 points or more between

verbal and nonverbal subteses.

* They have large vocabularies which may be dehi-
cicit in word meanings and the subtleties of lan-
guage-

* They may be reading significantly below grade
lewel bur have 4 large srorchouse of informarion
Gy SOATIE TS

* They have the abilicy to express themselves ver-
bally but an apparent inabalicy to write down any
al their ideas.

+ They sy excel at abstract seasoning but seem
wnable to remember small detals,

* They may seerm bright aoud motivated vurside of
sehoal but have diﬂlﬂ.‘ull:}' with traditional school
tuzks,

* Their dlanw reaction speed may result in ineom-
plete wark aved lowe test soores on timed tests,

* Their general lack of self-confidence may mani-
fest iteelf as inflexibility, mubility to take rsks,
super-sensitvity to any type of criticism, helpless-
ness, socnally inadequate behaviors, srubborniness,
and other behaviors designed to distract athers
from their fearning nadequacies,

* They may lack effective organization and study

shills,

* Some of these children may have vision problems

related to scotopic scnsitivity that Interferc with
their reading ability. Colored overlays or lenses
{try gray or yellow first) may hefp. For more infor-
matiom, contact the Irden Clinic. See Keterences
and Resources at the end of this chapter.



Teaching Gifted Kids an the Regulor Classroam

Children with ADD/IADHD

When people look for children with ADD
{Artention Deficit Diisorder), they usually expect to
see these four characreristics:

1. Hyperactivity (high encrgy).

1, Tli:.rtaﬂibﬂi'l:,- -[i:ll:l.l:h:lﬂi.-l_r:l:l :-IIII.[ d‘.ﬁ?m.h_-.- wil:]:l

u_ul.mn:rini.ng},

3. lmpulsviey (which may be displaved as blurting

ar innermupting).

4. Disorganization (difficulty in finding marerials

and finishing tasks).

Hewever, children who have ALY wrfbent hyper-

BTy 17y

* Appear lethargc,

= Daydream a lon seem Like “absent-minded profes-
sors,”

* Be casily distractible and unable to "pay atten-
tion'; have a short attention span,

* Have difficulty listening {attention wanders), fol-
lrwing directions, and completing tasks or chores.

* Seem unaware of the nisks or consequences of
their actions.

* Lack social interaction skills; may be characrer-
ized as very guiet or shy.

* Pay lintle or no artention to details; make careless
mistakes.

* Appear complerely disorganized and forgetful,
lose things; be wnable to get homework, flyers, or
notes to or from home and school.

And children who have AT with hyperactivity
(ADHLY) may:

* Behave as if driven by a motor,

= He E[‘Eﬁl‘.!'_lr’ aned ‘.{“IILiI"H'I}", have I:'I.Iﬂ.'ll:l,:lh_'p' $il|ﬁ1'|g
zrll.

s [eave ther ==ar withour p-ctmi_-aginn-
* Run, climb, and move about incessantly

+ Blurt or ralk excessively; be unable to wair for the
teacher to call on them,

* Have trouble sharing; be unable to wait their turn.

* Intrude an other people’s conversation and play.

CAUTION: These behaviors can often appear
very similar to behaviors exhibited by gifted
students who are not being challenged by the

20

regular curniculum. If a child who posscsses
somc charactenistics of giftedness appears inat-
tentive or frequently speaks out of tum, try
compacting and differentiation fefore pursuing a
diagnosis of ADD/ADHD. When ADD
behaviors ane present, accommaodating the smu-
dent’s learning style strengths and teaching
compensation techmiques can often reduce the
need to place the child on medication.

According to Dierdre V. Lovecky, Ph.D., director
of the Gifred Resource Cenrer of New England:*

Misdiagnosis of ADVHD can ocour in two direcrions,
Flighly energetic fved clulbdren can be seen a3
ADVHI, and some pifted children whe can concen-
trute for bong perssds of ume on aress of interest may
rior be seen as ATV even when they are. Thus,
knowledge about what is giftedness and what is
ATVHIY is vital i assessing ATVHID, and in ensuring
that gifted chaldren are not misdiagrosed.

Colleen Willard-Holt suggests these questions
to ask in differentiating berween giftedness and
ADHI:™

* Could the behaviors be respomses to inappropriate
placement. insufficient chalienge, or lack of intetlec-
ual peers?

= Is the child able to concentrate when interested in
the activiry?

* Have anv curricular modifications been made in an
attempr to change inappropriate behaviors?

* Has the child been inverviewed? Whar are his'her
fechings about the ehavions?

* Doz the child feel our of conmmal® Do the parents
perccive the child as being our of control?

= Do the behaviors ooour ar certain times of the day,
during cereain activities, with certain teachers or in
CErTALn ENVIonIments?

In May 2000, the Amenican Academy of Pedi-
atrics issued new guidelines for diagnosing ADHD
in children ages 612, Treatment guidelines are in
development. For more information, see References
and Resources at the end of this chapter.

- I.:m.'n.':t_!.'. [dierdre V., Ph.IL =Gified Children wiih ALDVHDE
Providence, Bz Gifted Besource Cenier of Mew Hl'.;gl:l:.d. 1,
" Willazd-Hals, Collzen, “Fusl I.".n':'plum.il-.l.w-.i..' ERIC EC
[Yipesr £E.574, May 1999,
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