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Differentfating the Currfenlum for Gifted Learners

Table 2.1: Characteristics of a Bright Child vs. a Gifted Child

The Bright Child

The Gifted Child

knows ANSWETS [0y qul:.'.l:lrms

asks the questions that need to be answered

is interested in content

is curious about content

15 ateneive

is hoth mentally and physically involved

has good ideas

has unusual ideas

works very hard

doesn’t need to work as hard as others, but
has a good understanding

can answer the questions with hard work

likes to elaborately discuss the problem

15 at the top of the class

is far beyond the twp of the class

is intercsted in the debate

has strong opinions about the debate

learns casily

already knows the material

needs about cight repetitions to master
topic

needs only one repetition to master topic

has a good understanding of ideas

creates the ideas and inferences

likes frends in his/her age group

likes the company of adulis

completes assignments on time

initiates projects w do in class

is friendly and open

is intense and passionate

is good at copying ideas

creates the new ideas

iz motivated by school

is motivated by learning

can ab=orh information

can manipulate information

is like a technician

is like an inventor

can memaorize well

can guess will

likes order

likes complexity

is pleased with his/her successes

is critical of hisfher successes
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Who Are Gifted Learners!

Table 2.2: Categories of Characteristics of Gifted Students

mw =Lb) (L e TR T IR TR -n TG I i

Cognitive remember large amounts of information

superior comprehension

interested in many things

highly curious

advanced language and verbal development
unusually large capacity for processing information
able to think quickly and with Aexibility

have many ideas

spend extended amounts of time on projects
make unusual connections

gencrate many original ideas and unique solutions
integrate ideas and disciplines

use and form conceptual frameworks early on
evaluate approach toward self and others

have a remarkable intensity

driven by goals

Plysical heightened sensory awareness
unusual discrepancy between physical and intellectual development
low tolerance for lag between their standards and their athletie skills

Affeetive large accumulation of information about cmotions
unusual sensitivity 1o the feelings of othiers

sense of humor

heightened self-awarencss, feclings of being different
idealistic and sense of justice

inner locuws of control

vnugal emotional dnl,:pqh amild intensity

high expectations of selffothers

are perfectionists

need COMRISICTCY bistwoien rﬂ:|||.-|,:3.|I'4||;|;in|15I

high levels of moral judgment

Intuitive carly involvement and concern for intuitive knowing

OpEN Lo ALY E EXPETICHces

creativaty apparent in all arcas of endeavor

ahility to predict

interest in future

Socictal strongly motivated by self actualization needs

advanced capacity for conceptualizing and solving societal problems
pissess leadershdp qualities

involverment with the meta-needs of society [justice, truth, beauty)

Soarfce: Adapted with permission from Growing Up Gifted: Developing che Porencial of Children ar Home and ot
Sehoal [3rd ed ), by Barbara Clark. Copyrighe © 1928 by Prentice Hall Pablishing,
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